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An Open Letter to Chairman Michael Fromm and President David Bernstein of the Jewish
Council for Public Affairs, the 75 Jewish Signatory Organizations and the Larger Jewish
Community

February 25, 2020

Shalom Aleichem.

We very much appreciate your letter of last week expressing solidarity with our community at
this very difficult time. Your words have warmed our hearts and lifted our spirits!

As you well know, the Chinese American community has lately been going through a lot: from a
worrisome confrontation between the United States and China to a worsening atmosphere for
our civil rights and civil liberties, and now to this coronavirus crisis and its ramifications. You
have warmly extended us a hand when we need it most — right now —and we are most grateful.

There’s a Chinese proverb to the effect that it is precisely when you are suffering or in crisis
that you learn who your real friends are. Historically, our two communities have been close and
intimately bonded; we feel a close kinship with our Jewish brothers and sisters, a relationship
we should never take for granted.

I’'m reminded of a time when the tables were turned, and it was the Chinese community in New
York that came to the aid of its Jewish brethren. The year was 1903, and many Jews had been
killed and injured in the infamous Kishinev pogrom in Russia. There’s a short article about it in
the Forward here:

https://forward.com/culture/134950/the-night-new-york-s-chinese-went-out-for-jews/

More recently, when the tragic shooting at the Tree of Life - Or L'Simcha synagogue in
Pittsburgh occurred in 2018, the United Chinese Americans (UCA), a leading national coalition
with chapters and partners in more than 30 states, sprang into action and led an effort to
secure signatures from more than a hundred Chinese American organizations nationwide
declaring our solidarity with the Jewish community.

This is a trying time for us all. With so much of the world in trouble and so much uncertainty,
even, sadly, in our own society, this friendship and solidarity is even more needed and
reassuring. The coronavirus crisis has, once again, demonstrated our vulnerability and our
interdependence. It offers further evidence that in order for us to survive, let alone thrive, we
must come together and fight for our common destiny and common humanity!
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Let us heal and repair the world together, B’ezrat HaShem!

Warmly,
)%
Haipei Shue

President

fign o

Xiaoyan Zhang
Chairman

United Chinese Americans (UCA)
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BEHHJPCAE EFromm.
2K B M #HBernstein.
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Shalom Aleichem (E{REZR) !

ERBAGEIT BTSN MAARREE, BEHANAIMA T BB KNEX R AR
NEAMEXEE, RINBEERNTHERE T HMNMD, =BIRT RMN8IFE !

TRAN, #FXEANMRZAELATREEE : NS ABMAREN T, BHMNULEN
FMARBHMBIESST, BIXRERKFESEI. SERNKRFEN, GELREFAEH
TRIFHETF . BIEIRA !

HEEER, BEMER, MAELEE, BRINATHEZNLEDMERRE—E UET
A MWt 2 BAERFARANER SR, ATHER EFNLSHRANTHENZE,
AERMNBCHHER, XMRIENBASZE/ENEENS ARE,

FEEE—1TACHIEMARNZ, 1903%F, FEZRAAERGBENERTHEREX
(Kishinev pogrom) RIELiEEFSPHEREZ{A, ERANMNEANTXREBITHHAAN, A
TFRZE,

2018 F RAE T ARSI ZEMKLERTEN, HI0ZSMINHMISIEEIFARR
EXE#AKRAESR (UCA) RERIITH, HRETH-BEITE2XLFTEARSIEAM
DFE, RTBEMNNAARERBFEE,
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MEXNHANAE AR AEBZREM LR, BIRFEEINTREM—VIFRILE, T2
INLLRESS. BNLLERGS. MLMEEKE, EBRREA, ATHRIFEABRERE. BERK
. BMN2AE SRR, AEMNHERGEHLRAEMNE I} !

UEBRMNATHR—EIE, DMEANTRMRNEERAFFMERRE, EEMN—EER
MEEHR !

B'ezrat HaShem (#E_Lt7)
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XE# ABRE= (UCA)
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